
Wow, an entire year has gone by with my being president of this great 
organization.  I can’t express how much I have enjoyed working with the 
interesting and dedicated people who make up this membership.  This has been 
an exciting year for the Upton Association and the house. Something planned 
for a long time has finally happened as the upstairs is now open for viewing. The 
rooms have been carefully renovated and look amazing thanks to Ken Conklin’s 
hard work. The lovely bedroom furniture, donated by friends of the Upton, is 
shown to great advantage. I’m sure you will enjoy all the changes as you attend 
our open house and tour the rooms. 
 
During the final months of 2015, the activities at the house continued with the 
fall school tours for the Warren fourth grade students. Thanks to Liz Clark and 
all her docents for making that a successful event year after year.  I continue to 
appreciate Sue Stoddart and her crew as they make our holiday garage sale fun 
and profitable.  A Christmas open house was held to share the lovely decorations 
with all of Warren.  The trolley ride from downtown made the evening extra 
special.  I thank Judi Sheridan for selecting our theme, “Vintage Furs” for the 
open house. E. Carol Maxwell and her band of merry elves filled the house with 
children who enjoyed a wonderful afternoon with Mrs. Claus again. Thanks to 
all who helped with the fun. So many great things are happening at the Upton.  
I hope you will all stop in and continue to be part of the activities.    
 
Voting has been in the news for months and will continue to be in the forefront 
until Election Day, November 8, 2016.  Here is a thought-provoking fact about 
voting in Ohio.  According to cleveland.com/data central only 61 percent of the 
estimated Ohio voting age population were registered for the 2012 Presidential 
Election.  Of that group, only 67 percent of the nearly 8 million registered 
voters actually voted. We all know the story of how countless women and men 
worked tirelessly in the struggle to guarantee that ALL could vote. This struggle 
began in 1848 and continued until 1920. What has happened?  Do we take 
voting for granted and forget those that made it happen? Let’s make sure all our 
family and friends are registered to vote. Honor Harriet and all those who made 
voting possible by casting your vote November 8. 
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SAYING GOODBYE TO A FRIEND   
By Kay Fisher 
A year ago, a good friend 
and supporter of the Upton 
Association died. We were 
remiss in not acknowledging his 
passing in our Fall newsletter. Jim 
Economos was involved in the 
success of the Upton Association 
from day one. 

In the initial year, Upton had 
no money and a sizable mortgage. We had the use of the 
front of the house (dining room, library and parlor). The 
rest of the House was cut up into apartments. The Board 
decided that we might be able to rent the available space 
to earn some money; except, we had no chairs, no tables 
and a tiny kitchenette in one corner of the dining room. 
Servers would have to set up dinners in the freezing 
basement, which only contained a refrigerator, freezer and 
a large marble slab on two wooden horses. The race to set 
up plates, rush up the stairs and serve them warm was a 
daunting task. Caterers would view the set up or serve one 
party and refuse to return. Jim came to the rescue.

Jim had to cart in and set up tables and chairs, carry hot 
food containers in the front door and down the steps 
to the basement. Salads were often set up in the library. 
Jim catered anything and everything at reasonable prices 
under miserable conditions.

Ken Conklin and I are the only two original Board 
members left. We lived through this with Jim and he was 
ALWAYS there for us.
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Curator report
By Sandy Sarsany 

Well, the second floor is finally vacant and has been lovingly restored 

by our resident decorator, a Mr. Conklin by name.  The rooms 

have been beautifully furnished, thanks to the donations of Kitty 

Thompson, which include a bed and matching dresser, a washstand, 

and just recently, a beautiful secretary desk. Judi Sheridan donated the 

furnishings for the child’s bedroom. Other donations include a doll 

coat made by Cindee Mines’ grandmother for one of Cindee’s mother’s 

dolls. It’s very exciting to finally have the entire house available for 

viewing. Thanks to the resident decorator and restorer of all things 

beautiful.

 
 
By Liz Clark 
Since March is Women’s History 
Month, many articles are 
beginning to relate stories about 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, an early 
suffragette. She was born in 1815 
and educated at Troy Academy, a 
private school of higher education 
exclusively for women (since 
women had no right to a college 
education). She married Henry 
Stanton and followed him in his 

abolition mission. They moved to a very small town, Seneca Falls, New 
York, which prevented her from being with the educated people to 
whom she was accustomed. 

She presented her Declaration of Sentiments in 1848 at the Seneca Falls 
Convention and is credited with initiating the first organized rights 
and women’s suffrage movements in the United States. She met Susan 
B. Anthony in 1851 and began writing Susan’s lectures. After rearing 
her seven children, she and Susan founded the NWSA in 1869 and 
Elizabeth served as its President for 21 years. 

She was a very beautiful woman and Susan was a little jealous of her 
as she was educated and spoke well. She should be added to the list of 
great Suffragettes.

We are pleased to announce that after attending six meetings, we 
received the Raymond J. Wean Foundation Grant of $3,810. Our 
program last fall, for Warren’s 450, 4th grade students, was very 
successful. The docents: Ginnie Baran, Sandee Skovran, Gail Maurice, 
Koreen Palm, Pat Fuller, Darlyn Gardiner, Isabelle Seavey and Liz Clark 
served at the Perkins Home and Marybeth Roman, Sue Smith and Barb 
Hyde at the Upton.

Lectures were given to the Trolley Tour of St. Williams Church, 
Kirtland High School, Newton Falls gathering of Lutheran women, 
Will’s Family, Leadership Mahoning Valley, Valley Counseling students. 
Friends of the Boardman Library, Leadership 10th Grade Mahoning 
Valley, and the 50th anniversary of Trumbull Memorial Hospital 
Nurses. Judge Marianne Sezon of Ashtabula and her husband toured 
the Upton House for three hours. They were very knowledgeable of 
the history of the suffrage movement and were able to identify many 
women in the 1916 photo in our dining room.

~ eduCation report ~rental  
report

 
By Kathy Lepro 

The Upton House continues its tradition of being a very popular place to 

hold a variety of events; in 2015 there were 63 of them.  The increase in 

the rental cost didn’t seem to matter to those who wanted a special place 

for a special occasion.   

In addition to the 21 baby showers, 17 bridal showers, and several other 

wedding-related events, there were appreciation luncheons, afternoon teas 

and dinner meetings sponsored by a number of different clubs, businesses, 

churches and social organizations.  There were also two birthday parties, 

a high school class reunion, a retirement party, and a 60th wedding 

anniversary celebration.   
 

When asked what people like best about renting the Upton House, the 

answer invariably is, “It’s such a beautiful venue!”  They also like the fact 

that we do not rent by the hour, but rather “we rent for the event.”  

On two different occasions in 2015, there were requests for back-to-back 

parties on the same day.  In those two unusual instances, adjustments were 

made, everything worked out and everyone was happy.   
 

Speaking of two’s, a set of twins who will soon graduate from Howland 

High School will have their party in the Upton Garden in June. Attendees 

at a baby shower this past March had to bring duplicate gifts since the 

guest of honor is expecting twin girls this spring.  Another example of 

two’s:  a young mother recently returned to the Upton House for a baby 

shower for the second time in eight years.  Her eight-year-old daughter 

will have a new baby brother, also arriving in the spring.  Another return:  

a young girl had her high school graduation party in Harriet’s beautiful 

garden several years ago, and she will soon make a second appearance, this 

time for her bridal shower.  More “two’s”! ~ A mother and her daughter 

will host two separate bridal showers, one for a relative and one for a 

friend, at the Upton House on back-to-back weekends.   
 

A new mommy-to-be thought she would like a baby shower with a boxing 

theme since the daddy-to-be loves that sport.  However, after seeing how 

beautiful Harriet’s house is, she agreed that “top hats and bow ties” would 

be more appropriate.   
 

No matter what the theme or the occasion, everyone seems to enjoy 

themselves whenever they host or attend an event at the Harriet Taylor 

Upton House, whether it’s the first, second, third…time. 

By Marti Flint 

As volunteer coordinator, I work with a wonderful group of 
people.  These members are always willing to help with whatever 
projects come up during the year.  Committees such as Harriet’s 
Garden, the Women’s Park or docents have a regular group of 
people who volunteer with these long-term assignments and are 
always ready to welcome new members. We always have a large 
turnout that enjoys working on both the summer and holiday 
garage sales.  There are treasures for all during this time.  After the 
holiday sale, the house really gets busy.  Many hands decorate each 
room for the holiday events.  Mrs. Claus and the children fill the 
house with laughter as they hear a story, do a craft, have a photo 
“op” and then enjoy a luncheon.  Thank you all for any part that 
you have played in making our organization stronger. The Upton 
is respected in the community because of the work its volunteers 
do.  
 
Consider being part of this dedicated group as you fill out your 
membership form or call Darlene or Marti to join us.  You will be 
welcomed with open arms!  Contact Darlene Bennett at (330) 
609-6108 or Marti Flint at (330) 772-5623. 

VOLUNTEER 
REPORT

Women’s Park: Welcome Spring!
By Darlyn Gardiner 
The Women’s Park, our garden, will be blooming and shining again this spring thanks to our very 
dedicated volunteers. Please visit the Park and enjoy the mass display of spring bulbs and join us as 
we say “Welcome Spring”. Visit often and witness the transformation of the landscape through the 
seasons. We are anticipating adding exciting new planting and floral displays this year. Please help 
us to spread the love and beauty of the park to all by sharing it with family and friends.

Volunteers are always welcome! Join the Keepers of the Park on Wednesday mornings at 10 a.m. 
beginning in May (weather permitting) and continuing until November as they nurture the garden 
with love and care.

This is our garden
We’ll plant it with care
Here are the friends

That will nurture it with flair
The friendships will shine

 Some sweat and tears will fall
The love and beauty will spread

And will grow for all
This is your garden

We’ll plant it with care.

Membership
By E. Carol Maxwell 
THANK YOU to our members who have already renewed their support. Your financial support is appreciated and needed. The 
Association continues to educate our community’s children about Harriet’s contribution and her beautiful home and well-manicured 
grounds and garden continue to be available for rent to families who wish to celebrate one of life’s special events in a picture-perfect 
setting! Throughout the year, members are invited to various events honoring both the past and the present.

Our Statistics to date are –128 members generating $4,775. A gentle reminder to our members who have not yet renewed their 
support—Please join the other Harriet Taylor Upton Association members by mailing a check today! Thank you.
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The Upton Update continues to tell the story of 
Harriet Taylor Upton based in part on her auto-
biography, Random Recollections, from which the 
quotations were taken.
 

Somewhere, somehow, probably in the ‘60s, two suffrage associations 
had come into existence, one the America (Woman Suffrage 
Association) with Lucy Stone and her husband, Henry B. Blackwell 
as leaders; the other the National (Woman Suffrage Association) 
with Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony as leaders. The 
two groups had not been in accord. The general impression was that 
the Americans believed that suffrage would come only through state 
legislation and they held conventions in the different parts of the 
United States in order to interest citizens and thereby influence the 
legislature of those states. The National association believed that 
suffrage would come through national legislation and had conventions 
in Washington…The accepted reason for there being two associations 
was of policy. I never believed that this was the real reason. I always 
thought there was something personal behind the dissension. However, 
the younger women did not care what had been and a union of the two 
societies was accomplished in 1890. …The conventions continued to 
be held in Washington for a time, but later were held there only every 
other year, the alternate year going to different locations of the United 
States.

At convention time we were always anxious that our delegates should 
have a chance to see the President and his wife in the White House. 

PART 17: Mrs. Upton and an Interesting Convention
During the McKinley administration (1897-1901) the presentation 
was a little unusual since Mrs. McKinley’s health was so delicate 
that she could not stand for any length of time. When we had all 
assembled in the East room, the President entered and invited 
Miss Anthony to go with him to see Mrs. McKinley; and when she 
returned her arms were filled with flowers the first lady of the land 
had given to her. The President had asked me to present the delegates 
to him. I suppose he did this because he was so well acquainted with 
me and because I knew the names and the states from which they 
came.

Two things in regard to that reception remain with me. The 
convention was a large one and the delegates rather crowded in line. 
Miss Anthony had tender feet and always wore thin kid soft shoes. …
The President stood between us and, as Miss Anthony reached out 
to shake hands, people trod on her toes. Occasionally a guest would 
notice her discomfort and finally one them said, “Isn’t it awful to 
have people stepping on your feet?’ “No”, replied Miss Anthony, “It’s 
not nearly as bad as when people would not come near enough to 
me to touch me.”

The other incident was that at that time the Colorado delegation 
was the only one present from a state which had given the vote to 
women. The President stopped these delegates and talked with 
them. He treated them quite differently from the others. Suddenly it 
dawned upon him that this was true and apparently he wondered if 
anyone had noticed it. He turned to me and I could not keep back a 
laugh, and then he blushed, just a guilty boy blush. I often wondered 
if he was the only blushing President we ever had.”

Garden Report: Clean-up Efforts Continue

By Darlene Bennett
The Women’s Park features brick walkways, courtyards and a stone bridge 

spanning a brook. The park is dedicated to women both past and present 

who have made a difference throughout our local communities. Last year 

(2015), we added 43 new bricks. The park is maintained by a group of 

volunteers from the Harriet Taylor Upton Association. Bricks may be 

purchased in memory or in honor of a friend or loved one for $50, $100, 

or $250. This is a perfect way to remember that special woman in your life. 

You may pick up your brick application form in the Victorian mailbox, 

located at the rear entrance of the park or you can go on line to www.

uptonhouse.org. The brick orders are placed with Warren Marble and 

Bricks at the Women’s Park
Granite Company twice a year. The bricks 

are installed in the spring and fall.

We had the pleasure of Thomas Romack 

and his family purchasing a brick to honor 

the memory of their mother Edith V. 

Romack. They celebrated the installation of the brick with a special 

ceremony at the Women’s Park. We are happy that our community 

continues to enjoy the park.

The agenda for 2016 is to compile a master file of all brick honorees and 

the location of their bricks. Carolyn Anderson has agreed to help with 

this task. Any further inquiries, please call Darlene Bennett at 330-609-

6108.

By  Carol Olson
Harriet’s Gardens have been dormant since October. The Garden 
Committee worked hard to put Harriet’s Gardens to bed on “Make a 
Difference Day” on October 24, but to finish the work one additional day 
was required on October 27. It is especially hard to pull the annuals when 
they are still slightly blooming and place them into the compost pile. We 
just have to keep in mind that we are completing the plant’s circle of life.

The faithful garden members in 2015 were Barbara Beach, Darlene 
Bennett, Ken and Elaine Conklin, Kay Fisher, Marti and Larry Flint, 
Darlyn Gardiner, Rebecca Gilkes, Pat Proctor, Sandy and Paul Sarsany, 
Phyllis Savakis, Kathy Seemann, Sandy Skovran, Marilyn Thomas, 
Barbara Rosier-Tryon, Judy Waid and Liz Wildman. Lesley Austin and 
her daughter, Hannah, and a friend joined us on October 24. What a 
wonderful group to work with!

Leaf raking continues to be the bulk of the work in the fall, but the trees 
that the leaves fall from are necessary for the environment. We lost a pine 
tree in the back of the gardens and pear tree on Monroe Street, which was 
very unfortunate. These were in addition to losing part of the Mulberry 
Tree and a young Redbud Tree. Trees are vital because they take carbon 
dioxide that we humans exhale and convert it into the oxygen we need. 
Trees provide shade in the summer to reduce the need for air conditioning 
and provide protection from cold and winds in the winter months. In the 

summer, trees can reduce the temperature by 12 degrees Fahrenheit. A 
tree’s root system prevents soil erosion by holding the topsoil in place 
and slowing storm run-off. They also add to the beauty of any landscape 
and provide homes and food (fruit/nuts) for birds and wildlife.  So 
please, take a moment to think about the cost-benefit before you decide 
to eliminate any tree from your yard. This spring, we will need to divide 
hostas to control the plant size and improve the health of the plants. 
This task is most easily accomplished prior to the leaves unfurling. 
Anyone in need of hostas, please speak up!

The gardens looked even better in 2015 with the replaced fence that 
was accomplished by Ken Conklin and Chuck Hahn. Thank you, guys. 
Everyone working in the garden from April through October helped 
contribute a total of 259 volunteer hours or approximately 32, eight-
hour days. That does not include when some individuals worked in the 
garden on their own and did not record the time they spent.

Kudos to the wonderful volunteer Garden Committee members. Our 
Kick-off Luncheon will be held at the Upton House on Tuesday, April 
26 beginning at 11:30 a.m. This is the same day as the Williamsburg 
Garden Committee, according to our house calendar. After Mother’s 
Day, we will pick up the plants and begin planting with joy to again 
beautify Harriet’s favorite spot, her gardens.  
Looking forward to seeing you in April!

Garden Volunteers: Pat Proctor, Ken Conklin and 
Phyllis Savakis

Make a Difference Day Volunteers: Marti Flint, Carol Olson, Marilyn Thomas and Ken 
Conklin.



CHRISTMAS/HOLIDAY SALE 2015                            
By Sue Stoddart 
Thanks to everyone who donated items, helped set up and/or worked 
at the sale last November. Despite not having many “big ticket items,” 
we still managed to make more than $2,000. Most of the time, we 
had plenty of help. BUT we really, really need more people to help on 
Saturday afternoons to pack up and put the house back together. Poor 
Ken Conklin and Ann Miller were left to finish when the rest of us had to 
go by 5:30 p.m.. Even if you can’t come for the scheduled shift from 1-5 
p.m.,  if you could give us an hour from 4-5 it would be a big help. The 
sales for 2016 are scheduled for July 8-9 and November 18-19. 
 
 
ENDOWMENT CONTINUES TO GROW 
By Judi Sheridan 
Many thanks to the following people that added extra support for the 
future of the Upton House along with their membership dues:
Sue Smith, Carolyn Andrews, Robert Powell, Saundra Sarsany, Roslyn 
and Charles Hahn, Bobbie Buehrle, Martha Wolanzyk, Martha Flint, 
Barbara Wright, Carolyn Sacks, Deborah Rudloff, Eileen Patrone, Carol 
Olson, Virginia Baran, E Carol Maxwell, Roselyn Jackson and Kay Fisher.
 

SAVE THE DATE! DIXIE COMES TO UPTON                        
By Judi Sheridan
It’s party time! A New Orleans theme party will be held on Friday 
evening, August 19 in the lush garden of the Upton House.  Southern 
foods, a Dixieland Band and a good time for all are planned.  Look for 
invitations in July and “let the good times roll!”
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By Ken Conklin
TThe big gray house on Mahoning Avenue continues to keep us 

busy and out of trouble. One of our air conditioning units decided 

it had done more than its share and gave up and died. This was 

replaced at a tune of $3,600.

Several pieces of furniture that had been donated to the Upton 

were in need of a little help. The oak ice box in the display kitchen 

and the buffet (donated by E. Carol Maxwell) in the dining room 

have been refinished and ready for another 100 years. Thanks 

to Barb Wright, our chairs in the Library have new caned seats. 

The front staircase railing and spindles have been refinished and 

the paint and woodwork throughout the House continues to be 

touched up.

The second floor has seen a major renovation. All woodwork has 

been primed and painted and rolls and rolls of wallpaper have been 

removed. Walls have been scrubbed, primed, and painted. The next 

phase for the upstairs is the bathroom.

Many thanks to those who have donated items for the bedrooms. 

Charles and Kitty Thompson donated the furniture for the front 

bedroom which consists of a Victorian bed, dresser, wash stand and 

the secretary (desk).

Elaine Conklin donated the bedspread made by her Great 

Grandmother. The pitcher and bowl and glass oil lamp belonged 

to Ken Conklin’s Grandmother. The needlework framed picture 

was donated by Chuck and Roslyn Hahn. Barb Wright donated the 

papier Mache table.

In the child’s bedroom, Terry and Judi Sheridan donated the bed, 

quilt and pillow. Elaine and Ken Conklin donated the youth high 

chair, wicker doll buggy and the child’s china tea set. Charles and 

Kitty Thompson donated the child’s high chair.

The second floor will be open for our Summer Open House and 

for events held by the Upton Association. And as a side note—

the beautiful lace panels at the windows were $11.00 each from 

K-Mart!

We are in the process of securing bids for the painting of the 

exterior of Harriet’s House. This will be a major project and I will 

be sending you a letter asking you to consider making a financial 

donation.

House report

VISIT THE UPTON HOUSE THIS SUMMER 
By Judi Sheridan
The Upton House will be open on the first Sunday of June, July and 
August from 2-4 p.m.  The house will have special exhibits and tours.  
If you have out of town guests, please consider bringing them to one 
of the area’s premier historic sites.  The open house in June will show 
off the newly opened upstairs rooms. The association has finally taken 
over the complete house for interpretation of Harriet’s life and times. 
The theme for July will be announced soon. In August, Board members 
and friends will have a table setting fair with the theme “Going for the 
Gold” in honor of the summer Olympics. We look forward to seeing 
you at the Upton House!

Check out the website www.uptonhouse.org calendar 
for the latest information on events.

By Judi Sheridan
LET’S TRADE SNOWFLAKES FOR RAINDROPS 

Due to the unpredictability of Northern Ohio’s winter weather and 

the current timing of the annual meeting in January the board proposes 

to change the annual meeting to a more weather-friendly time of year.  

Therefore, a change in the bylaws is required. It is being proposed that the 

annual meeting be held in April with new officers and directors terms to 

begin and end in the new month.  

 

CURRENT BYLAWS: 

Article III: Membership 

Section II: At least one regular membership meeting shall be held in 

January as the “Annual Meeting” This meeting will be for the purpose of 

electing members to the Board of Directors; for receiving reports from 

standing and special committees; for receiving financial report of the 

calendar year just ended and for other business that might arise.  

 

Article IV: Board of Directors 
Section II: Directors shall be elected at the Annual Membership meeting in 

January. They will be elected for three (3) year terms, with one third of the 

Board being elected each year. A term of office shall run from the day of the 

Annual Membership Meeting at which a Director is elected until the day of 

the Annual Membership Meeting three (3) years hence.  

 

PROPOSED CHANGES TO BYLAWS: 

Article III: Membership 
Section II: At least one regular membership meeting shall be held in April 

as the “Annual Meeting” This meeting will be for the purpose of electing 

members to the Board of Directors; for receiving reports from standing and 

special committees; for receiving financial report of the calendar year just 

ended and for other business that might arise.  

 

Article IV: Board of Directors 
Section II: The Directors shall be elected at the Annual Membership 

Meeting in April. They will be elected for three (3) year terms, with one 

third of the Board being elected each year. A term of office shall run from 

the day of the Annual Membership Meeting at which a Director is elected 

until the day of the Annual Membership Meeting three (3) years hence.  

 

Please plan to attend the membership meeting on May 12 at 
4:30 p.m. to vote on this important change to the Bylaws.

Special Membership Meeting:
May 12, 2016 @ 4:30 p.m.

CAN YOU IDENTIFY THIS FLOWER? 
Join the Garden Committee to learn the answer! Contact Carol Olson 
to become a member today!
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